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Nuclear Power: Facts

and Myths

By Darrick Moe, President and CEO, Minnesota Rural Electric

Association

When people think about
nuclear power, they often pic-
ture Homer Simpson dozing off
in a control room or
Montgomery Burns scheming to
cut corners for profit. Pop cul-
ture has shaped that image —
but it couldn’t be further from
modern reality.

For decades, nuclear energy has
quietly powered Minnesota’s
homes and businesses with reli-
able, carbon-free electricity. Yet
despite this proven track record,
nuclear remains one of the most
misunderstood energy sources.
As Minnesota works to meet
growing energy demands and
bold carbon-free goals, it’s time
to take a closer look at the facts.

Clean and Reliable — No
Matter the Weather

Nuclear energy generates elec-
tricity by splitting atoms to pro-
duce heat, which turns water
into steam to drive turbines —
all without releasing carbon
emissions. In  Minnesota,
nuclear is the state’s largest sin-
gle source of reliable carbon-
free electricity, with the
Monticello and Prairie Island
plants running safely and steadi-
ly for decades.

While wind and solar are vital to
our clean energy goals, their
output depends on the weather.
Nuclear fills the gap, providing
dependable, always-on power
when it’s needed most. That’s
critical in Minnesota, where
frigid winters and hot summers
place heavy demands on the
grid.

This reliability stabilizes costs,
prevents outages, and powers
key industries like farming, food
processing, and manufacturing.

A Small Footprint, Big Results
Nuclear energy is also remark-
ably efficient in its use of land.
Producing 1 million megawatt-
hours of electricity requires
about 17,800 acres of wind
installations or 3,200 acres of
solar panels. Nuclear can
achieve the same output on just
103 acres.

For Minnesotans who care
about preserving farmland,
forests, and open space, that’s a
meaningful difference. Nuclear
allows us to meet electricity
needs without sprawling across
productive or scenic land.
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Addressing Safety and Waste
Safety is a reasonable concern
with any energy source, and
nuclear is no exception. The
good news: U.S. nuclear plants
are among the most heavily reg-
ulated energy facilities in the
world. With built-in safety sys-
tems and decades of experience,
nuclear has one of the strongest
safety records in the industry.

Waste is another common con-
cern. Yet all used fuel from U.S.
reactors since the 1950s would
fit on a single football field,
stacked less than 10 yards high.
That spent fuel is securely
stored and monitored and has
caused zero harm to the public.

To put it in perspective: waste
from one person’s lifetime of
electricity use would fit inside a
soda can.

Looking Ahead: Every Tool on
the Table

No energy source is perfect.
Building new nuclear plants
takes time, investment, and
careful planning. But if
Minnesota hopes to meet future
energy needs affordably while
reducing emissions, nuclear
deserves to be part of the con-
versation.

State law currently prohibits
utilities from even exploring
new nuclear projects. Lifting
that moratorium wouldn’t build
a plant tomorrow — but it
would allow for thoughtful dis-
cussions, research and planning.

At the Minnesota Rural Electric
Association, we believe in an
“all-tech-on-deck” approach to
energy. That means supporting
innovation in wind, solar, bat-
tery storage, and nuclear —
alongside other tools that ensure
affordable, reliable power for all
Minnesotans.

Our energy future depends on
practical solutions that strength-
en the economy, protect the
environment, and keep
Minnesota powered in every
season. With nuclear on the
table, Minnesota can lead the
way in building an energy sys-
tem that serves our communities
today and creates a brighter
tomorrow.

1) Be of assistance

5) Spherical hairdos
10) Price tag info

14) Type of rug

15) Not even a mouse
16) "Do ___ others ..."
17) Treat rudely, in slang

30) Clean, as a pipe
31) "Mac" attachment
33) Informal relative
36) Fool

40) Hog home

41) Can't tolerate

42) Kunis of Hollywood
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46) Like immature fruit

49) Insect after metamorphosis

18) Circle, as planets 51) Fool

19) Abel's assassin 57) Masculine

20) Fool 58) Drift from a script
23) Cook, as chestnuts 59) Inventor's inspiration
24) Large blood vessel 60) "Don't delay"

25) Protect from floods 61) Animal catcher
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Incarnational Inkwell

By Adam LaCrosse

The Heart of Jesus

Out of the vast number of sub-
jects that surround my Christian
faith, the one that I seem to be
returning to again and again
most frequently these days is the
idea of the heart. In our modern
world, the heart is something of
a sentimental, highly emotional,
touchy-feely subject, but when
seen through a biblical lens. The
heart is the seat of the will, the
power that drives our decision-
making.

What about Jesus’s heart? If
Jesus is fully God and fully man
simultaneously, surely his heart
is a powerful thing. We see this
most clearly when Jesus has pity
on sinners. In the many miracles
he performed, he never did them
to satisfy himself or just to show
off. In fact, the only time he was
asked to show off was during his
temptation in the desert against
the devil.le John records that
God is love, and I take comfort
in the fact that God’s love is
unconditional. Jesus’s love is
waiting for me despite my sin
and because he knows me better
than I know myself, I can
confidently run to him without
fear or shame, because he is so
good to me.

I think we can take comfort in
knowing that because Jesus is
good to us, we all have the abil-
ity to say yes to whatever he
asks of us. It may seem chal-
lenging or confusing at times,
but Jesus did not say that there
would not be burdens in this
life. He only said, “my yoke is
easy and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11:30). Jesus also
knew the weight of life’s bur-
dens personally.

Enduring so much during his
passion, he lost friends, was
betrayed by one and suffered an
excruciating three hour-long

death on a wooden cross. We
have a God who is willing to
suffer to show how much he
loves us. If Jesus sacrifice his
own life in order to save us, how
much more we called upon to
sacrifice the little things for the
glory of God?

I’m not just talking about mate-
rial things here either. Donating
our money to charity is
wonderful, but is it not a little
bit of a sacrifice to say hello to
grumpy neighbor knowing that
you will not get much of a greet-
ing in return? It’s the little things
with great love that Jesus seems
to care about the most, like the
poor woman who only put two
coins into the treasury, even
though that was all she had. I
reminded of a story of Mother
Teresa that demonstrates the as
well.

Mother Teresa would go
around Calcutta begging for
something for the poor and sick.
One day as she was begging, she
asked the man to give a child a
cup of cold water. The man
refused and spat in Mother
Teresa’s face. She calmly
replied, “that’s for me, now
what about the child?” Mother
Teresa, a simple Indian nun,
face rejection and humiliation
so willingly because she knew
how much she was loved.

Jesus’s heart aches for our
own. It doesn’t matter how bro-
ken or bruised it might be from
life’s mistakes. It’s the place I
feel called to but I don’t know
where to turn. Do not be afraid
to encounter his love. Jesus
wants nothing but the best for
us, and that starts by uniting our
hearts to his.
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GENERAC
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MARSHALL COUNTY
CENTRAL SCHOOLS

FOURTH GRADE LONG TERM SUBSITUTE

OCTOBER 6 - JANUARY 16

MCC SCHOOLS IS SEEKING A LONG TERM
SUBSTITUTE TO WORK AS A FOURTH GRADE

TEACHER FROM OCTOBER

6 — JANUARY 16. THIS

POSITION IS LOCATED IN OUR NEWFOLDEN
ELEMENTARY BUILDING.

TOTAL COMPENSATION FOR THE POSITION IS $16,096.08 (36.1% FTE MASTER AGREEMENT).
POSITION IS ELIGIBLE FOR PRORATED BENEFITS.

PREFERRED APPLICANT HAS A MINNESOTA TEACHING LICENSE IN ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION; HOWEVER, WE WOULD ACCEPT APPLICANTS THAT HAVE A LICENSE IN
ANOTHER AREA.

APPLICATION MATERIALS CAN BE FOUND:

HTTPS TWWW.NEWFOLDEN K12 MN.US/PAGE/JOB-POSTINGS]

INTERESTED APPLICANTS SHOULD SEND LETTER OF INTEREST, APPLICATION, AND
BACKGROUND CHECK FORM TO:
KEN WIGGS, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL: KWIGGS@MCCFREEZE.ORG
OR MAIL TO:
KEN WIGGS, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
PO BOX 189
NEWFOLDEN MN 56738
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Honoring the
Past,
Reporting the
Present,
Inspiring the
Future

1) Pilgrimage, for some

2) Lake, city or canal

3) "Make do" amount

4) Deli offering

5) Polar jacket

6) McHenry and Dix

7) "Lost in Space" figure

8) "Don'tcount __ !"

9) MacFarlane of TV and film
10) Bird in a clock

11) Kind of personality

12) Limited work assignment
13) Island kingdom near Fiji
21) Long time, geologically
22) Acquires through work
25) Flubs one
26) Pork, for one
27) New arrival
28) Hardness-measuring scale
29) "Bill me later" note
31) Carpenter, army and fire
32) Highway, for short
33)"You ___ amouthful!"

34) Global speck
35) "The Man" Musial

37) Abu __ ,UAE
38) "The Raven" author's initials
39) Not going anywhere
43) Heebie-jeebies
44) Curve upward in the middle
45) Pack on the years
46) Pitcher in a suit?
47) Come to an end
48) Acclaim
49) Certain faith
50) Silk fabric with a wavy pattern
52) Humongous in area
53) Krabappel on "The Simpsons"
54) Bad smell
55) Head of a college
56) Thanksgiving side dish

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step

process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!

Free install, free HD-DVR
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600

In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

YOUR AD HERE!
One phone call & only $279
to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!!
612-332-8844

SAFE STEP

North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line  installation and ser-

vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882
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